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war, on his side, was very much a la voluntier;
many gentlemen served him at their own charge,
and some paid whole regiments themselves. Some-
times also the king's affairs were straiter than ordi-
nary, and his men were not very well paid, and
this obliged him to wink at their excursions upon
the country, though he did not approve of them ;
and yet, I must own, that in those parts of England
where the war was hottest, there never was seen
that ruin and depopulation, murders, ravishments,
and barbarities, which I have seen even among
protestant armies abroad in Germany, and other
foreign parts of the world. And if the parliament
people had seen those things abroad, as I had, they
would not have complained.

The most I have seen was plundering the towns
for provisions, drinking up their beer, and turning
our horses into their fields, or stacks of corn; and
sometimes the soldiers would be a little rude with
the wenches; but, alas! what was this to count
Tilly's ravages in Saxony ? Or what was our taking
of Leicester by storm, where they cried out of our
barbarities, to the sacking of New Brandenburgh,
or the taking of Magdeburgh? In Leicester, of
seven or eight thousand people in the town, three
hundred were killed; in Magdeburgh, of twenty-
five thousand, scarce two thousand seven hundred
were left, and the whole town burnt to ashes. I
myself have seen seventeen or eighteen villages on
fire in a day, and the people driven away from their
dwellings, like herds of cattle; the men murdered,
the women stript, and seven or eight hundred of
them together, after they had suffered all the in-
dignities and abuses of the soldiers, driven stark
naked in the winter through the great towns, to
seek shelter and relief from the charity of their
enemies. I do not instance these greater barbari-